Choosing the right grave marker: a gentle UK guide
to rules, wording and care

Choosing a grave marker can feel daunting when you are grieving. You want something simple,
beautiful, and acceptable to the place of rest. The good news is there are clear guidelines to
help you decide with confidence.

This guide explains UK churchyard and cemetery rules in plain language, the most suitable
materials, size and placement basics, how permissions work, and what to write. You will also
find care tips for summer heat and showers, a quick checklist, and wording prompts to
download and adapt.

Clover Cottage Gifts creates thoughtful memorial plaques and slate grave markers, plus
graveside vases, spikes, and artificial cemetery pots to keep displays neat and compliant.
Wherever you buy, we hope this helps you make a gentle, well informed choice.

Churchyard and cemetery rules, explained simply

Rules vary. Church of England churchyards typically follow diocesan regulations that set
approved materials, sizes, finishes, and wording style. Municipal cemeteries have their own
regulations, generally similar but often a little more flexible. A quick call or email to the parish
office, burial authority, or cemetery office is the best first step.

Common ground across the UK:

- Materials should be durable and sympathetic in appearance. Highly polished stones,
bright colours, and reflective finishes are often restricted in churchyards.

- Sizes and shapes are controlled. Temporary markers, low plaques, and small sloping
tablets are usually allowed for new graves before a headstone is installed.

- Fixings and placement matter. ltems must be secure, within the grave space, and not
obstruct maintenance.

If you are unsure, ask for the written regulations for your plot. It saves time and cost later.

What to call it, and how markers differ

Families use several terms. A grave marker is a small sign, tablet, or plaque used to identify a
grave, often temporary or low profile. A gravestone or headstone is a larger upright memorial,
usually installed after the ground settles. Both honour a life, but a marker is typically lighter,
smaller, and quicker to place, while a headstone is a permanent monument arranged through a
stonemason.



You can place a marker on a grave if the burial authority allows it and you follow their size and
placement rules. In most areas, you also need permission to add a plaque on a grave,
especially in a churchyard. The office can confirm whether a simple notice or a formal
application is required.

Materials that look beautiful and meet the rules

The right material balances appearance, longevity, and compliance.

- Slate: Natural slate offers a soft, dignified look and weathers gracefully. It is widely
accepted in UK churchyards and cemeteries. Clover Cottage’s slate grave markers and
memorial plaques are designed with clear lettering and a calm, understated finish that
suits most settings.

- Resin: Outdoor resin can mimic stone at a lighter weight and lower cost. Choose frost
resistant, UV stable resin with a matte finish to avoid glare. Resin is often fine in
cemeteries and some churchyards when tasteful and neutral.

- Metal: Cast aluminium or bronze is durable and neat, especially for low plaques, spikes,
or vase plates. Avoid mirror bright finishes in churchyards. Powder coated metal with
subtle tones usually blends well.

For displays, cemetery vases, spikes, and artificial cemetery pots keep flowers secure and tidy.
Tasteful, weather resistant arrangements help you stay within regulations that limit loose objects
on the turf.

For more inspiration and ready-to-place options, see Clover Cottage’s selection of memorial
plagues and grave markers, including slate designs and low plaques suited to many UK burial
grounds: browse our memorial plaques and markers at
clovercottagegifts.co.uk/grave-markers-plagues. You can also find artificial flowers and
graveside displays that sit neatly within the permitted space at
clovercottagegifts.co.uk/grave-ornaments-flowers.

Sizes, placement, and permissions

Every site sets dimensions. As a guide:

- Temporary markers and low plaques often sit within the head area of the grave, no wider
than the grave plot and kept low to aid mowing.

- Spiked plaques or vase spikes should push fully into the soil so they are stable and do
not present a hazard.

- Avoid placing items on neighbouring turf or pathways.



Permissions vary. Cemeteries may approve small plaques at office level, while churchyards
usually ask the incumbent or parish office to confirm that your material, size, and wording meet
their regulations. If a form or fee is needed, they will explain what to submit. Timescales can

vary.

Costs also vary by material, size, and engraving. A simple resin or metal plaque is typically
more affordable than natural stone; bespoke slate with hand painted lettering usually costs
more. Installation costs may apply if a base or ground anchor is needed. Ask the office and your
supplier for current pricing and what is included.

Wording ideas that are kind, clear, and compliant

Keep it short, legible, and respectful. Many churchyards prefer traditional wording without added
slogans. Cemeteries can be more flexible but still appreciate tasteful choices.

Faith based:

- Inloving memory of
- Restin peace
- Foreverin God’s care

Neutral:

- Inloving memory of
- Always loved, always remembered
- Alife well lived

Helpful structure:

- Name and known name
- Dates or years of birth and death
- A short sentiment from the family

Downloadable prompts to adapt:

- Full name and optional nickname

- Dates (dd.mm.yyyy or month year)

- One line sentiment

- Relationship line (Beloved mum and nana)

If you would like ideas to copy and paste, our wording prompt sheet is available on request.
Contact Clover Cottage Gifts and we will email a simple PDF you can use to finalise text before
you order.



Caring for a marker in summer heat and showers

Gentle, regular care keeps a marker looking its best.

- Slate: Rinse with clean water and wipe with a soft cloth. Avoid acidic cleaners and
pressure washers. In hot spells, shade where possible and do not use dark polishes that
trap heat.

- Resin: Wash with lukewarm water and a mild, non abrasive soap. Rinse well to prevent
streaks. Check for UV fade and reposition slightly if a sprinkler or runoff marks the
surface.

- Metal: Wipe with water and a soft cloth. For powder coated pieces, avoid scouring pads.
For bronze, a light brush and rinse usually suffice. Dry to prevent water spots.

Flower care: Choose weather resistant, UV stable artificial cemetery pots for colour that lasts
through showers and sun. Refresh seasonally to keep displays tidy and within rules.

A simple checklist before you buy

- Get the written regulations for your specific plot.

- Confirm allowed materials, size limits, and wording style.

- Decide on slate, resin, or metal based on look, longevity, and rules.
- Draft wording and ask the office to pre check if needed.

- Choose secure placement, for example a low plaque, vase, or spike.
- Plan gentle care and seasonal flowers that meet guidelines.

If you prefer ready to place options, explore our curated grave markers and plaques. Many
families also choose a small keepsake to hold at home. Our selection of bereavement gifts
includes calm, thoughtful pieces at clovercottagegifts.co.uk/bereavement-memorial-gifts.

Quick FAQ

What is a grave marker called?
A grave marker is a small identifying plaque, tablet, or sign for a grave. People also say marker,
memorial plaque, or graveside plaque.

What is the difference between a gravestone and a grave marker?
A gravestone is a permanent upright headstone installed by a stonemason. A grave marker is
smaller, often low or temporary, used to identify and honour the grave with simpler text.

Can you put a marker on a grave?
Usually yes, if it meets the site’s rules on size, material, and placement. Check with the
churchyard or cemetery office first.



Do you need permission to put a plague on a grave?
In most cases yes. Cemeteries and churchyards both expect you to seek approval before
placing any plaque or marker.

What to put on a plaque for a grave?
Name, dates or years, and a short, respectful sentiment. Keep wording clear and in keeping
with local guidelines.

How much is it to put a plaque on a grave?
Costs vary by material, size, and engraving. Resin and metal options are typically lower cost
than natural stone. Ask your supplier for a quote and the office about any application fees.

Gentle next steps

When you are ready, choose a marker that feels right and meets the rules for your loved one’s
resting place. Clover Cottage Gifts offers slate grave markers, memorial plaques, graveside

vases and spikes, and artificial cemetery pots to help you create a tidy, compliant tribute. If you
would like wording prompts or help checking details, contact us and we will do our best to help.



