
It is important to introduce your new fish to your aquarium or pond 
carefully and acclimatise them slowly to any differences in water 
chemistry or temperature. This will minimise the stress of ‘moving 
home’ as well as reducing the risk of disease and illness. 
 
 When you get home, float your fish in the polythene bag in your 

aquarium or pond for 10 minutes. 
 Next, cut off the knot on the bag and roll down the sides so that 

it can float on the surface with the top open. 
 Dunk the bag every 10 minutes so that some of your water 

flows into the bag and mixes with the water in the bag.  This 
means you are gradually diluting the water the fish are used to 
with the water in their new environment. 

 After 30 minutes gently tip the bag so the fish can swim out. 
 
In an aquarium it is best to leave the tank lights off while the fish are 
acclimatising and for a few hours afterwards as they will feel safer and 
more relaxed in the dark. 
 
Don't be surprised if your new fish want to hide or refuse to feed for 
the first few days as they will need time to ‘settle in’. Having plenty of 
plants and ornaments will make them feel safe and help them to settle 
in more quickly.  Try to leave them in peace while they build their   
confidence—being stirred around with a fishing net twice a day so you 
can do a head count will make them want to hide even more! 

 

Got questions? Talk to us :)              
01423 869590        harrogate_aquatic@hotmail.co.uk 
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